Two techniques for cervical smear sampling.
Screening for cervical cancer is based on the cervical smear, but this method is unsuitable for the diagnosis of cancer. The standard technique involves taking two samples (one from the endocervix and one from the ectocervix) and spreading (smearing) the samples on microscope slides. With the more recent liquid-slides. With the most recent liquid-based method, sampling is easier, and this technique is more sensitive for detection of low-grade atypia.